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OriGINS | PAs 
In ancient Anglo Saxon England, the Camm family lived on the bank of a river or stream 
named the of Cam. The surname Camm is topographic in nature, the type of surname 
that was given to a person who resided near a physical feature such as a river or stream. 
The surname also refers to the "camb", which is the crest of a hill or a dike. 


NGC TEAGY CUSTOR YEE 2a oreo Aol faa... F 

Extensive research has revealed the Camm surname to be of Anglo-Saxon origin. 
Withstanding the tests of time this Anglo-Saxon family has influenced, and in turn been 
influenced by the course of history. 


Professional researchers have carefully reviewed many ancient records. Manuscripts such as 
the Domesday Book, the Ragman Rolls, the Curia Regis Rolls, the Pipe Rolls, the 
Hearth Rolls, parish registers, baptismals, tax records and other ancient documents were 
consulted. The first record of the Camm name was found in Gloucestershire, where they 
held a family seat from ancient times. 


SPELLING VARIATIONS ad 
The Camm surname occurred in many documents, but from time to time was spelled 
Cam, Camm, Camme, Caham, Cahm and Cahmeand these spelling versions frequently 
occurred, even between father and son. It was also not unusual for records to refer to the 
same individual with different spellings of the surname. In the 16th century the famous 
playwright William Shakespeare signed his own name with different spellings, and legal 
documents added further to the possible variations. "Shakespeare," "Shakespere," 


"Shakespear," "Shakspere" and "Shaxspere" were all used in reference to this famous 
individual. Church officials, scribes and even the individuals themselves recorded a name 
as it sounded rather than pay attention to any rules or conventions of spelling. 
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Earty History 

Records indicate that the ancestors of the distinguished family name Camm descended 
originally from Anglo-Saxon stock. The Saxons, a Teutonic tribe led by Commanders 
Hengist and Horsa, first settled in England in about the year 400 A.D. Their earliest 
settlements were on the southeast coast, but by the sth century they had already begun 
probing north and west, slowly advancing to the Welsh border. During the next four 
hundred years they forced the ancient Britons back into Wales and Cornwall to the west, 
and as far north as Cumbria and Southern Scotland. The Angles, another Teutonic tribe, 
occupied the eastern coast, the south folk in Suffolk, the north folk in Norfolk. On the 
east coast the Angles frequently ravaged north as far as Northumbria and the Scottish 
border. The Angles and Saxons came to dominate all of England and the land was divided 
into the independent kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, Kent, Essex, Sussex 
and East Anglia. The Angles and the Saxons merged together after the independent 
kingdoms were unified in the 9th century. 

Unification of England brought stability until a dispute arose over the royal succession. In 
1066, claiming his right to the throne, Duke William of Normandy invaded from France 
and victory at Hastings brought an end to Anglo-Saxon rule. After establishing a presence 
in the south William invaded the northern districts. Many Saxons and rebellious Norman 
nobles fled over the border to Scotland. 

As relative peace was restored to the land the Camm family emerged as notable Englishmen 
in Gloucestershire, where the name is associated with the village of Cam. In the Domesday 
Book survey of 1086 Cam was recorded as King's land. Early in the history of the family 
name it branched to Lincolnshire, where Ralph de Caham was registered in 1162, to 
Norfolk, where Osbert de Cam was living during the reign of King Henry II, and to 
Hampshire, where Fabian de Cam was recorded in 1184 and William Cam in 1205. By the 
13th century the name was established in Somerset, where William de Camme was living in 
1214. Hugh de Camme was a resident of Gloucestershire in 1221. During the Middle Ages 
the family name branched to Suffolk, where Henry del Cam was registered in 1275, and to 
Oxfordshire, where Robert de Cam was also recorded in 1275. John de Cam was living in 
Norfolk in 1326. From the late Middle Ages through to the industrial revolution the family 
was witness to a chain of historical events which remade the face of England. The 14th 
century was a time of social upheaval marked by the spread of the Black Death and a 
peasant rebellion led by Wat Tyler. The next century was dominated by the War of the 
Roses, which pitted the red rose of the House of Lancaster against the white rose of the 
House of York in a bitter struggle over control of the crown. By the 1500s, however, 
England was a state in transition from mediaeval to modern organization and it emerged as 
the leading naval power in the world. But political discord erupted during the 17th century 
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as the English Civil War between the Crown and Parliament shook the nation before it 
entered the industrial age. During these turbulent times the family name branched to 
Scotland, where Finlay Cam was recorded as a miller at Derboch in 1633. The name was also 
established in Lancashire, where Jonathan Cam was listed as a resident of Capenwray in 
1716. By the 18th century it had branched to London, where Mary Cam married Dymock 
Morrice in 1733. 


Earty NOTABLES 


Distinguished members of the family at this time included John de Cam, the Rector of 
Kirkby-Cane in Norfolk in the 1320s. 


THE GREAT MIGRATION , 
Despite the hazards of ocean travel at this time, many families made the decision to start a 
new life in new lands. Turmoil at home made the newly discovered frontiers in North 
America attractive to people whose lives were disrupted by the social and political upheaval 
in England. 


SETTLERS 
+ John Camm, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1708 
+ Mary Camm, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1708 
As well as 57 more in the Appendix. 


Current NoraBiEs _ | a | Z 
Canada was one of the destinations selected by immigrants. Canada was at first a French 
~ colony, however, it was inevitable that the French empire be challenged. At the end of the 
Seven Years War, in 1763, Canada was ceded to the British. Soon after this the first large 
group of English speaking migrants arrived in Canada. United Empire Loyalists arrived in 
the decades during and following the American Revolution. Most of the Loyalists settled 
in Nova Scotia and the St. Lawrence-Great Lakes region. It was not until nearly a century 
after this that Canada began to develop into the great nation it is today. After 
Confederation Canada acquired Rupert's Land, and this, along with other contributing 
factors, marked the beginning of westward expansion. 

- Sir Sydney Camm (1893-1966) English aircraft designer 

* Brigadier-General Frank Camm (1895-1976) American Executive 

Officer Artillery 78th Division (1942-1943) 
As well as 6 more in the Appendix. 
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SYMBOLISM 


INTRODUCTION, ti Th ee i?” 
The practice of representing people with symbols is ancient, and in England this habit 
evolved with feudal society into a system of distinctive devices on shields. The heralds 
developed an extensive armory that had the important function of distinguishing members 
of the upper class from each other, whether at court or on the battlefield. Since then, 
heraldry has grown into a complex field with many rules and a terminology that requires 
some knowledge to interpret. 


An Achievement of Arms such as the Camm arms 
depicted on the left typically consists of these parts: the 
Escrolls, displaying the family motto and name, the 
family crest (if any) seen above the helmet, the actual 
Coat of arms (also known as ‘arms,' or ‘the shield'), the 
Helmet depicted below the crest, the Torse on top of the 
helmet, and the Mantle draped from the helmet. Each of 
these elements will be described below. Supporters were a 


ACHIEVEMENT OF ARMS OF later addition to the Achievement; they are somewhat 


c 
oat rare, and are usually personal to the grantee. 


The mantle was spread over and draped from the helmet 
and served as a protection, ‘to repel the extremities of 
wet, cold, and heat, and to preserve the armour from 
rust.' The numerous cuts and slits suggest that it had 
been torn and hacked on the field of battle. The style or 
design of the mantling is up to the individual heraldic 
artist, and it is usually depicted in the main color and 
metal from the shield. The helmet (or Helm) varied in 
shape in different ages and countries, often depicting 
rank. The Esquire's Helm, as depicted here, is generally 
shown silver, with a closed visor and facing to the dexter 
(its right). On top of the helmet is a Torse or wreath 
which was formed by two pieces of silk twisted together. 
Its purpose was to hold the crest and mantle on the Helm. 


MantTLe or CAMM 
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Motto 
The motto was originally a war cry or slogan. Mottoes first began to be shown with 
arms in the 14th and rsth centuries, but were not in general use until the 17th century. 
Thus the oldest coats of arms generally do not include a motto. Mottoes seldom form 
part of the grant of arms: Under most heraldic authorities, a motto is an optional 
component of the coat of arms, and can be added to or changed at will; many families 
have chosen not to display a motto. 

The coat of arms displayed here for the surname Camm did not include a motto. 


SHIELD ) ay | | 
Shields (or Escutcheons) at first were painted simply with one or more bands of color or 
‘ordinaries'. Later, the ordinaries were used in conjunction with other figures or 
symbols. The Coat of Arms for the surname Camm can be described as follows: 


CAMM ARMS 
A shield divided paly of six silver and blue. 


Tue Camm SHIELD 


PALY 

A shield with vertical stripes it is said to be 'paly." The 
number of stripes is usually indicated. A pale is a vertical 
band down the shield denoting great defensive military 
strength. It was often bestowed on those who had 
defended cities, supported the government of their 
aoe . sovereign, or stood strong for their country under stress. 


SIX 

It is rare to see six of any given charge, and a shield, and 
generally it must be blazoned how they will be 
distributed on the shield. The number six can of course 
symbolism many different things: it is the number of 
sides on a cube; God is said to have created Man on the 
sixth day; and there are six points on the Star of David 
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SILVER 

Argent (from the French for silver), or silver is one of 

the two metals used in heraldry. It is usually represented 
on a shield by the colors gray or white. This metal 

represents nobility, peace and serenity. It is associated 

with the qualities of purity and chastity, because the 
SILVER | metal withstands the test of fire. 


BLUE 

Azure (derived from the French word for "blue") 
represents the color of an eastern sky on a clear day. It 
also corresponds to the metal tin. The word, “‘azure”’ 
was introduced from the east during the Crusades. It _ 


autumn. In engravings it is represented by horizontal 
lines. 


| ‘BLUE 
THE Crest 
The Crest was worn on top of the helmet, and was usually made of wood, metal, or 


boiled leather. It provided the double advantage of easy identification and the addition of 
height to the wearer. The Crest for the surname Camm is described as follows: 


A DOVE BETWEEN TWO BRANCHES. 


THE CaMM CREST 
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signifies piety and sincerity, and is equated with 


. 
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DOVE 
The dove is a symbol of the soul and of the Holy Spirit. 
It signifies peace, gentleness and purity. In armory, the 
dove signifies loving constancy and peace. The heraldic 


- dove is always depicted with a slight tuft on its head, 


possibly to distinguish it from a wood-pigeon, which it 
resembles. The dove is often blazoned with an olive 
branch in its beak. If it is not specified otherwise, the 
wings are shown, close. The dove can also be blazoned 
volant, with its wings outstretched. The dove is 
frequently found in the arms granted to Bishops. It was 
also a symbol used by St. Edward the Confessor, an 
ancient high king of England. 


BRANCHES 

The bough has long been associated with ceremonies of 
triumph and is thus an ancient and traditional is a sign of 
victory. Though they may not differ much visually, 
different types of branches often have very different 
symbolic meanings. Victorious princes returning from 
mighty enterprises often bore palm branches. The palm 
branch thus became an emblem of victory and justice. 
Acacia branches or leaves have traditionally signified 
eternal and affectionate remembrance. The olive branch 
is a heraldic emblem of peace. 
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ONCLUSION 


APPENDIX - NOTABLE bist 
- Sir Sydney Camm (1893-1966) English aircraft designer : 
- _ Brigadier-General Frank Camm (1895-1976) American Executive Officer Artillery 

78th Division (1942-1943) 
SURNAME VARIANTS OF CAMM 

e David Gamson, American keyboardist/musician q 

« Arnold U. Gamson (b.1928) American conductor, Music Director and principal . 

conductor of the American Opera Society (1950 to 1960) 
« Annabelle Gamson (b.1928) American dancer and choreographer 


¢ William Anthony Gamson (b.1934) American professor of Sociology at Boston 
College 

e Lee Yuen Kam (1940-1973) original name of Bruce Lee, Chinese American martial 

arts instructor, actor and founder of the Jeet Kune Do martial arts movement 

Stephen Gamson (b.1965) American artist and art collector 
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APPENDIX - SETTLER List 


AUSTRALIAN SETTLERS 
SURNAME VARIANTS OF CAMM 
« Henry Came arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "British Sovereign" in 1847 


e Henry Came arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "British Sovereign" in 1847 
e Peter Cam arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "Harry Lorrequer" in 1849 


- Edward Game, aged 25, a labourer, arrived in South Australia in 1851 aboard the 
ship "Reliance" 

e William Came, aged 23, arrived in South Australia in 1852 aboard the ship 
"Standard" 


New ZEALAND SETTLERS 
SURNAME VARIANTS OF CAMM 
e Charles John Game, aged ar, a labourer, arrived in Auckland aboard the ship 
"Dorette" in 1874 


AMERICAN SETTLERS 
e John Camm, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1708 
e Mary Camm, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1708 
SURNAME VARIANTS OF CAMM P 
e Thomas Cam who arrived in Maine in 1605 
e Mr. Cam, who landed in Virginia in 1623 
e Edward Came, who landed in Maryland in 1648 
e Witliam Gamer, who arrived in Maryland in 1651 
e Richard Games, who arrived in Maryland in 1658 
e Thomas Gamer, who landed in Maryland in 1660 
e Godfree Cam, who landed in Maryland in 1661 
e Thomas Cam, who arrived in Maryland in 1661 
e bane Gamer, who arrived in Maryland in 1662 
« John Game, who landed in Maryland in 1667 
e Thomas Camme, who arrived in Maryland in 1672 
e Thomas Cham, who arrived in Maryland in 1673 
- Thomas Games, who landed in Maryland in 1675 
e John Games, who arrived in Maryland in 1679 
e Mary Games, who landed in Maryland in 1679 
e Gorg Kame, who arrived in New York in 1709 
e Hans Leonart Gam, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1732 
e George Michael Kam, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1760 
e Johann Kam, who arrived in America in 1783 
« William Caham, who landed in Mississippi in 1799 
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